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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution defines the relationship between the S-NSSAI and the Network Slice instances. 
1. Introduction

This document is the revision of S2-172820 discussed at SA2#120.

2. Proposal

Add the following to the TS 23.501.

* * * * Start Change * * * *
5.15.2
Identification and selection of a Network Slice: The S-NSSAI and the NSSAI

An S-NSSAI (Single Network Slice Selection Assistance information) identifies a Network Slice.

An S-NSSAI is comprised of:

- A Slice/Service type (SST), which refers to the expected Network Slice behaviour in terms of features and services;
- A Slice Differentiator (SD). which is optional information that complements the Slice/Service type(s) to allow further differentiation for selecting an Network Slice instance from the potentially multiple Network Slice instances that all comply with the indicated Slice/Service type. This information is referred to as SD.

The S-NSSAI can have standard values or PLMN-specific values. S-NSSAIs with PLMN-specific values are associated to the PLMN ID of the PLMN that assigns it. An S-NSSAI shall not be used by the UE in access stratum procedures in any PLMN other than the one to which the S-NSSAI is associated.

Editor's note: Whether a single value which is a representation of a collection of the S-NSSAIs could also be used as NSSAI is FFS.
The NSSAI is a collection of S-NSSAIs (Single Network Slice Selection Assistance Information). Each S-NSSAI assists the network in selecting a particular Network Slice instance. 
The same Network Slice instance may be selected by means of different S-NSSAIs. 

Based on the operator’s operational or deployment needs multiple Network Slice instances of a Network Slice may be deployed in the same or in different registration areas for the same S-NSSAI. Whenever a UE is associated with an S-NSSAI, it will be served by only one instance at a time out of any of the corresponding deployed multiple Network Slice instances.
The CN part of a Network Slice instance(s) serving a UE is selected by CN part.
The (R)AN may use Requested NSSAI in access stratum signalling to handle the UE Control Plane connection before the 5GC informs the (R)AN of the Allowed NSSAI. The Requested NSSAI is not used by the RAN for routing when the UE provides also a Temporary User ID.
Editor’s note: whether (R)AN uses Requested NSSAI is to be checked with RAN WGs
When a UE is successfully registered, the CN informs the (R)AN by providing the whole Allowed NSSAI for the Control Plane aspects. 

Editor’s note: the need for informing the (R)AN by providing the whole Allowed NSSAI is to be checked with RAN WGs

When a PDU session for a specific slice instance is established, the CN provides to the (R)AN the S-NSSAI corresponding to the slice instance that this PDU session belongs to enable the RAN to perform access specific functions.

NOTE: The details of how the RAN uses NSSAI information is described in TS 38.xxx[x].
* * * * End of Change * * * *
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